Volcanic activities occurred rampantly at Lake Imuta
from half a million to 350,000 years ago. Mount
limori's eruption blocked the area that had sunk
owing to volcanic activity, forming Lake Imuta.
Because of the highly viscous-magma, many volcanic
landforms known aslava.domes canbe observed. "
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Imutaike Prefectural Nature Park is set in terrain formed
by volcanic activity and an abundant environment.

Lake Sumiyoshi is a crater lake roughly 500 meters in
diameter, 50 meters deep, and virtually circular. The
volcano erupted approximately 8,000 years ago.
During the area’s development, the warm environment §
and high sea level caused seawater to rush into the L
area surrounding Lake Sumiyoshi, contacting the

magma and producing intense eruptions. It is believed

that the nearby Yonemaru Maar volcano originated

similarly.
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The area surrounding Imutaike Prefectural Nature Park is
endowed with soothing scenery and an unspoiled
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A City of Kagoshima environment. There is a narrative about how the locals
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How to reach Lake Imuta

<Car>
Kagoshima Airport — Prefectural Highway 40 — 42 — 406 (approx. 50 min)
Kagoshima - Chuo Station — via Kyushu Expressway (approx. 55 min)
<Bus>

35 min walk from the Imuta Onsen bus stop
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How to reach Lake Sumiyoshi
<Car>
Kagoshima Airport — Prefectural Highway 40 (approx. 25 min)
Kagoshima - Chuo Station — via Kyushu Expressway (approx. 35 min)
<Bus>
30 min walk from the Sumiyoshiike bus stop
*Transit times are approximate
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@You can view AR movies
of the efforts made in
2024.
"E @Scan the QR code on the
S left to view the e-book.

@

¢
City of Satsumasendai,

Scan to see the movies!

@Download the COCOAR AR app (free)
9@] Scan the AR icon with your smartphone
©Watch the movies!

Ecosystem Conservation
Museum Aquaim
Phone: 0996-56-0085

Lake Imuta

Aira City Hall Commerce, T

Industry and Tourism Department [V~
Phone: 0995-66-3145

*Accessing the AR movies
and e-books using QR codes
will take you to external
websites for viewing.

Lake Sumiyoshi

Imutaike Prefectural Nature Park is one of the prefecture's first nature

parks, designated in March 1953. *Some models and communication environments may make it impossible to see the movies.

The residents of Aira and Satsumasendai, and the town of Satsuma, worked
together to create this map. We hope you enjoy the locals' "My Secret Spot."

WPublisher: Kagoshima Prefecture Nature Conservation Department, 099-286-2617  March 2025
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Trail Map

Lake Imuta Outer Rim Trail Map

Lake Imuta is a crater lake with a circumference o
about 3.3 km. A mountain range with seven gentle
peaks encircles the lake, rich in untouched nature.
Visiting all of the mountains requires approximately
five hours, but you can trek in a manner that fits you,
as there are numerous descending points available.

This location is ideal for individuals looking to
casually enjoy trekking in Kagoshima Prefecture.
Mount limori, often referred to as Imuta Fuji,
provides a view of Sakurajima and Mount Kirishima.
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JKyushu Nature Trail

~A long trail that links seven Kyushu prefectures like a necklace~
The Kyushu Nature Trail is approximately 3,000 kilometers

long, with roughly 560 kilometers in Kagoshima Prefecture.

The Kagoshima Prefecture route connects one national park

to seven prefectural nature parks while also passing past

Lake Imuta.

Signposts with a snail emblem, affectionately known as
“Yamabiko-san,” mark the trail.

A place to visit every season

[ ake Imuta's

four seasons

The lake serves as a habitat for diverse life
forms, including seasonal plants and the elusive
bekko dragonfly, and has historically been a
sanctuary for residents seeking relaxation.
It is a landscape that deserves protection.
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Wildlife of
Lake Imuta

Pied skimmer

Bekko dragonfly's protected habitat

"Lake Sumiyoshi's nature and wildfowl
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frequent visitors, the flocks of mandarin ducks.
A variety of wildfowl frequent the lake, making
it an excellent location for
winter birdwatching.
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Spot-billed duck Crested kingfisher
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The bekko dragonfly is a rare species that can be found at Lake Imuta from April to June
each year. It is named after the colors and patterns on its body and wings. The IUCN Red
List places it under legal protection. The bekko dragonfly's habitat, Lake Imuta, is also
home to numerous species of aquatic plants and a favored location for waterfowl.

% As a general rule, the collection of Beck's dragonflies, both adults and eggs, is prohibited by law.
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Lake Imuta with a flurry
of autumn leaves
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Luciolagparvulas
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Invasive species that threaten the ecosystem

Invasive species like black bass and bluegill are wreaking havoc on lakes Imuta and
Sumiyoshi. These non-native species prey on native species, which disrupts the
environment. Local volunteers and experts are working to eliminate these species
while protecting the ecosystem.

Black bass Red-eared slider

Lake Imuta Invasive
Species Stamp Out
Fishing Party

Every August, a fishing party is
organized to eliminate invasive
species in Lake Imuta. Children
and the elderly engage in a
friendly competition to determine
who can catch the most fish.

Bluegill

(!) It is illegal to release fish into Lakes Imuta and Sumiyoshi.)
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