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Festivals and Event

Each season draws the community together v
Where smiles and good spirits flourish
*Event dates are subject to change.
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Water and the Takakuma
Mountains: Their Stories

Lake Osumi, nestled at the foot of the Takakuma Mountains, is a tranquil haven whose abundant waters
nourish both the local community and the surrounding landscape. Scattered nearby are three major
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Mountains, each offering its own distinct expression of natural beauty and calm. Shirataki impresses  hidden gem cherished by locals.

Here, water and stone weave a
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along a hike—a place to pause, recharge, and experience the soothing presence of flowing water. caution ) Shirataki FaIIs @ (e)
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@ Meinoo Ranch

Here, the mountains, the water, and the sky
all welcome you like old friends.

Recommended Routes to Explo
the Takakuma Mountains

Enjoy the Water Landscapes

@ National Osumi Youth Outdoor Learning Center
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Sarugajo Gorge Mori-no-Eki Tarumizu Al

The nature-rich Sarugajo Gorge is shaped by
crystal-clear waters that tumble through a landscape

OKihoku Tenkyukan
Located within Kihoku Town's Kihoku Uwaba Park—renowned for offering

Enjoy the Green Landscapes
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Tarumizu Yuttarikan

Restore body and mind with

hot springs and local flavors

—the journey begins here!
s Approx. 3 min

Ushinefumoto Inari Shrine

Buried Torii Gate

Buried by the great eruption
of Sakurajima, this torii tells a
story of nature's force and
the history left in its wake.

?Approx. 45 min

Takatoge Tsutsujigaoka Park Walk AperoxBOiuin

Takatoge's vibrant azalea-covered slopes offer a spectacular
view alive with nature’s energy.

= Approx. 40 min

Sarugajo Gorge

A popular spot for families to
splash in the water, wander
the trails, and enjoy nature at |
its best!

Roadside Station Tarumizu
Hamabira

A fitting end to your
journey: breathtaking
views of Kinko Bay,
delicious local fare, and
time to find the perfect
souvenir.

s Approx. 15 min

—

Umi no Gakko

Take in the calm of
the sea and let
your nature-filled
journey begin!
Approx. 1 min

Sugawara Shrine
(Arahira Tenjin)
Savor the incredible scenery at a
shrine that feels one with nature!
Approx. 30 min

(Park your car at Meinoo Ranch)

Shirataki Falls

Nestled in vibrant green, Shirataki
offers a tranquil escape — its clear
waters and calm surroundings
inviting pure relaxation.

The museum features
exhibits that trace the
history of aviation and
inspire reflection on peace.

On the same site

Kanoya City Tourism and Local
Products Center

The shop offers a selection
of local specialties and
souvenirs, as well as Japan
Self-Defense Forces—related
goods.

lined with unusual granite formations and massive

created by renovating Sugawara ]
Elementary School in Kanoya, once
known as “Japan’s closest school to the [m];
sea.” Guests can stay in repurposed
classrooms unique to the former school, enjoy the
on-site campground, and take part in activities held in
the gymnasium and on the sports field. Just beyond ==
the grounds lies Kinko Bay, where visitors can kayak, M
explore the tide pools, and experience the natural
beauty of Osumi up close.

m Kihoku Uwaba Parkl'rEI =

Kihoku Uwaba Park sits atop a 550-meter  [m]y¥Emmy
plateau, offering a sweeping 360-degree

panorama that includes Sakurajima, the Kirishima
mountain range, the Pacific Ocean, and the Takakuma
Mountains. Taking full advantage of its nature-rich
setting, the park is home to the Kihoku Tenkyukan
observatory—recognized for having Japan's best
stargazing—as well as Fureai no Mori, an area with an
athletic playground and walking trails. Camping facilities
and bungalows are also available, providing a variety of
ways to enjoy the outdoors.

Relax in the Soothing hOt Springs A hot spring culture intertwined with

After a day of hiking and outdoor activities, unwind and reset
both body and mind in the local hot springs. In Kanoya, you
can soak in mountain springs, while in Tarumizu, the baths
offer spectacular views of the sea. Surrounded by nature,
these quiet hot-spring retreats provide the perfect place to
relax and reflect on the day’s
adventures—one of the true
pleasures of the journey.

the region’s nature and daily life

Tarumizu
Hot Springs

Japan's best stargazing—this observatory houses a 65-centimeter
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Buries torii gate

This torii gate was buried during the great Taisho
eruption of Sakurajima in 1914. In February 2012, it
was designated a Natural Monument by Tarumizu
City. The earthquake triggered by the eruption
shifted the gate's pillars slightly to either side of their
center, yet even after more than a century, they
remain firmly joined without separating. Because of
this, the gate is regarded as a symbol of marital
harmony—a pair that stays close and steadfast.
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@Ohno ESD Nature School

Centered around the former Ohno Elementary
and Junior High School, this experiential
learning facility takes full advantage of
Takakuma's natural surroundings. It offers a
wide range of outdoor activities—camping,
crafts, and stream trekking—all available by
reservation. Indoors, the gymnasium provides
ample space for games and activities, no
matter the weather.
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©Takatoge Tsutsujigaoka Park
In spring, from late April to early May, the
entire mountain is blanketed in shades of red
and pink as native Sata azaleas come into
bloom. From the observation deck, you can
take in a sweeping panorama: the Kirishima
mountain range to the north, Shibushi Bay to
the east, the Takakuma Mountains extending
to the south, and below, a stunning view of
Kinko Bay, Sakurajima, and the Satsuma
Peninsula.

@OTarumizu Thousand Ginkgoes

Created through the shared dedication of its
husband-and-wife owners, this “Golden
Paradise” spans 4.5 hectares and is home to
roughly 1,200 ginkgo trees. Climb the steps to
the hilltop and you'll be rewarded with a
sweeping view of Tarumizu's cityscape.

@ Sugawara Shrine
i1 (Arahira Tenjin)

Memorial Towey Cluster
Inside a natural cave—shap€d over centuries by
groundwater and measugi#g about 8 meters high,
16 meters wide, and 30 meters deep—*stand a
group of memorial tofvers dedicated to those
involved in local land d&velopment and to lives
lost during periods of conflgt. Fresh-spring water
seeps from the rock, long Kjown as some of the
area’s finest, and many peopje visit to draw it.

Air Base Museum

@WMeinoo Ranch

Situated at an elevation of 500 meters, this
city-managed pastureland is a wide, open
expanse-where Holstein cattle graze freely.
Set against the Takakuma mountain range,
the sweeping meadows and the ranch’s
distinctive red, pointed.roof create a
picturesque landscape often referred to as
the “Alps of the East.”
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@ Sunset Viewpoint
@ Hot Springs
©) Activities
(i) Restrooms
I\ Camping
dé) Bike Rentals

beloved places for its strong sense of sacred energy.




