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Tanegashima Island - From Matchlock Rifle to Space Exploration

Learn

(greater width) and ékm (lesser width) from east to west. With
the highest point of elevation at 282m, the iskand is generally

Tanegashima Island is located!
about 40km southeast of Cape
Sata, the southemmost tip of Kyushu
mainland. It has @ circumference
of about 165km and stretches 58km

from north to south, and 12}

flat and elongated.

Theisland is known s the location where guns first arrived in
Japan, as well as home to the only space station in Japan for

launching sctellites.

The matchlock rifle arrived in 1543 through Portuguese
sailors. Together with the excellent iron-crafting techniques
of Tanegashima, the very first Japanese-made rifles were
created, and later on greatly affected the history of Japan.
Tanegashima Space Centre is located on the south of the
island surounded by beautiful natural scenery, and is known
as the most beautiful rocket base in the world. Playing an
important role in Japan's space exploration programme,
this is where satellites are regularly launched. In recent years,
about four to five rockets are launched annually.

Regional Information
W Total land area: 452.47 sq km
{including Mageshima Island)
Tanegashima: 444,30 sq km
Mageshima: 8.17 sq km
M sland circumference
Tanegashima: 132 km
Mageshima: 16.5 km
M Highest elevation
Tanegashima: 282 m (Hananomine)
Magesh\ma 71 m (Takenokoshi)
W Population
Nishinoomote City: ws 236 people
Nakatane Town: 7,794 peoj
Minamitane Town: 5,533 people
Total- 28,563 people
(As of 1 Oct 2018)
M Time-Distance Man

Tanegashimc Islend has far more than
its fascinating history to offer. Visitors can
explore the various tourist attractions on
the islkand incluciing the beciches, forests,

y agriculture, fisheries, industries, etc.

Activities

@ Tour of the Tanegashima Space Centre

Tour of the Space Centre will be conducted by -
charge).
Tour Time: 11:00-12:15 HRS
Closed On: Mondays (closed on Tuesday if Monday is a national holic
and days of rocket launch, \n general ‘open throughout August.
(Service Hours: 09:00 - 17
THL 0997-26-9244

@ Surfing School
Surfing lessons for beginners to experienced surfers. Surf board rental available.
@ Anno-Imo Sweet Potato Harvesting

Learn harvesting techniques from the farmers and harvest your own Anno-imo sweet
potatoss. Tour participants may bring hiome the sel-harvested sweet potatoes.

@ Sea Kayaking

 Erloy sealayaking

Dec29toJan 1,

Surfing School

d instructors.

Tours are available

. Making Brown Sugar

Experience the process of brown sugar manufacturing, beginning from squeezing fresh
sugarcane juice. Sugarcane harvesting Is also available

@ Pottery Experience
The unglazed Tanegashima style pottery uses iron-rich clay from the island. Fashion your
original pottery ware by hand or using the potter's wheel

@ Akagomekan Tour
Explore the vicinity of the Akagomekan (Red Rice Centre) with a voice guide pen and map,
I & i i

Anno-imo Sweet Potato Harvesting

Users to take photos with original characters during the tour.

3 For more information regarding the above
tours, contact the Tanegashima Green Tourism
Promotion
Association (within Tanegashima Tourism
Association).

TEL 0997-23-0111 FAX 0997-23-0770 -~

Akaqomekan Tour

URLhttp://tanekan.jp e
& "=z

City Tour by Foot LN

Volunteer guides will show you around Nishinoomote city, visiting historical sites
such as those related to matchlock rifle manufacturing, the Tanegashima family, etc.
Size: 1- 10 people (for groups, kindly check in advance)
Requlred Time: 1-2 hours
500 yen per person *1,000 yen for a one-person tour
Ava\lablea\l year round

Making Brown Sugar

Tanegashima Tourism Volunteer
Guides "Jaro Jaro"

TEL 0997-23-3215
FAX 0997-23-3250

Pottery Experience

MRoundabout Trips Estimated raveling time i calculated based on movement by can

For further detalls pertaining to the tours marked with %, kindly check with the Tanegashima Green
Tourism Promotion Association (TEL: 0997-23-0111)
.Recommended Tour (approx. 5 hrs 40 min)
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Tanegashima Island is famous for the first arrival of Western guns to Japan.
It is also home to the “Tachikiri Iseki Remains” where items stggesting
civilization from more than 30,000 years ago (the oldest in Japan) were
unearthed. In conjunction with age old history is the presence of the one
and only space station in Japan for launching satellites.
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